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awful Meſſage with a ſolemn Summon of 


9 * : 


Aus m. 2. 


Yeu ot AM Ne of all he . 


n of the Earth; 3 5 245 2 
e * ae for 4 your Int 


N this 8 we ave: a a 
tion of Judgments againſt Ife, to- 
gether with the Grounds and Reaſons 
of it. The Prophet introduces the 


Attention — it, aying, ver. 1. Hear this 


Mord, that the Lord hath fpoken againſt you, 


O Children | of Iſrael, againſt the N 


mily, which I brought by rom the Land of 


Egypt. 9. d. I am going, O ye 1/fraclites, 
to deliver very awakening and affecting Ti- 


dings, in the Name of the Lord; the Matter 
of which is not trivial, but exceeding mo- 
mentous; not of the comfortable, but tre- 
mendous Strain; nor is it a foreign Caſe, 


but what, in a ſpecial Manner, concerns 
your ſelves, and ſpeaks againſt you, even 


| Ta all the T ribes of Tfrael and Jo: 


A 2 


” The TE XT "ed = 
all the Deſcendants of Jacob's Family, which 
the Lord brought with an out- ſtretched Arm 
from the-Land of Egypt. Hearken there- 
fore to what I fay, look upon your ſelves as 
ee Konpęrned in it, ſeriouſly con- 
ſſider and weigh it in your Minds; let every 
di of yd i Heat, And Log. 
our.” ts tells them what. was the 
of his 1 and againſt them, "viz. 
That God 3 to Fo fore and Hgh- | 
teous Judgments upon them, ſaying; 
only have I known of all the Families of the 
Earth; therefore I will puniſh you for all 
yur" In ines,” In theſe-Words 8 . a 
091. hie | Regard: God had to . 
{ Yhe only bas F bee of all the Na- 
le e the Earib. As if he ſhould' fay, 
de My Heart has been ſet upon yu my 1 
Thoughts of Rindneſt have been peculiar- 55 
by rudy . n you; L have 
rhojen Ja [iſrael for my * 
culiar 1 = taken you into | 
venant, haye - manifeſted my ſelf to you, | 
and 'c6nverſed liks a Friend wirh yu; I | 
have diſtinguiſhed you from all other Na- | 
tions by my Favour, have made v you the Ob- 


jects of my peculiar Care and A ; 
1 8 delivered 27. eee n = | 


ſlnpsand»Dangers, have given your: firquent 
Victories over your Enemies, have icleared 
your Way through many Difficultiea and 
— 3. 9 have laaded you with the 
Bleflings — Canuan, have ſet my: Tabernacle 
among you, and committed my holy Qra- 
cles to you. Thus hate I rs a eo- 
ple near to me, put my Name upon vou; 
and dealt graciouſiy with you), more than 
with all the reſ — — 
Earth put togethef- I of mineiown 

Please, baue eboſer v be. N ecini 
People to my felf,-above' all People, i that aur 
upon rbe Face abe Earth. I a mae 
my. Love upon you, .nar 'chooſe-you, 
were more OY than any LAY 
were the'feweſ/t all Pe ye Wem 
into the — rar Lew or love 
| you, and berguſe I would keep. the Oath; "which, 
1 had fworn to your Fathers, haue I brought 
You: out e mighty Hand, ha 2 


he had brought them to all the Privileges 
and Grandeur, which they Nr were 
1 22 W b e BOM 
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of Banden, from\ the 
Hond of Pharzoh,” King of. Egype“ and 
in hs — his Loe and Navqur, 
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e 6 'Qe. TE X T PP d. 
2. The awful Viſitation, which even God's 
Regard to them engaged him to bring upon 
them, Therefore I will puniſh you. This is 
ſtrange Language! One might have been 
apt to think, it would not have been, You 
only have I known, therefore I will puniſn 
vou; but therefore I will pity and pardon, 
recover, | ſpare and fave you. And with re- 
| ſpe to the fpiritual and eternal Concerns of 
thoſe, that are his peculiar People, not mere- 
_ ly by external Relation and viſible Profeſſion, 
but likewiſe by. internal Union and ſpecial 
- Grace, it is certainly true, that becauſe he 
loves them, and has a peculiar Intereſt in 
them, therefore he will deal in this merciful 
Manner with them; - otherwiſe they never 
could be ſaved at all. Hence, at one Time, 
God ſays, * Mis People have I formed for my 
felf, they ſhall ſhew forth my Praiſe. But thou 
haſt not called upon me, O an. but thou haſt 
been weary. 2 me, O Iſrael; —— tba haſt 
made me to ſerve with thy Sins, thou haſt wearied 
ne witb thine Iniguities. And yet he adds, with 
ſurprizing Grace, in the very next Words, 7 
even I am be, that blotteth out thy Tranſere/- 
en, 1 mine oꝛun ſake, and will not remember 
And, at another Time, the Church 
fir, in View of the Meſſiah, + 7 will 
| mention 


; * 
15 by 8 * 


The T E X T explained. 7 


the Praiſes of the Lord, according to all that 


the Lord bath beflowed on us, and the great 
Goodneſs towards the * Houſe of Iſrael, which 


be hath beſtowed on them, according to his 
"Mercies, and according to the Multitude- of 
his Loving-kindneſſes. For be ſaid, | Surely 


they are my People, Children that: will not 


he: So be was: their Saviour. In all their 
Aſliction be was afflifted, and the Angel of 
his Preſence ſaved them : Tn his Love, and in 
bis Pity he redeemed them ; and he bare them, 


and carried them all the Days of Old, 


But, with reſpect to temporal Affairs, 
God often takes Vengeance on his own Peo- 
ple's Inventions, while, with 


in the Wilderneſs, and were not ſuffered to 


enter the Land of Canaan, though they | got | 
ſafe to Heaven. Hence, in the Covenant, 
which God hath made with Chriſt and his 
ſpiritual Seed, as ſet out under the Type of 

David and his Poſterity, he ſays, + iff bis. 


Children forſale my Lau, and walk not in my 


Fudgments; i they. break my Statutes, and 


| keep, not my Commandments: Then will I vifit 


—_ 


tual Concerns, | he forgives them; as is ſaid of 
Moſes and Aaron *,, who for their Sin died 
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| . * E * T yy 
inþ-bindneſs ill F not aner 25525 \bim, 
Faitfulne to\ fail. My Cu- 


venant will 17 not break; nor alter the Thing, 


bat is gone aut of my Lips; Once bave' T 
form I my Holingſi, that: I uill nut he 


wats: David). IJ will v:/ie. their Tranſgreſſſon 
jorthe ami Word, in the Hebrew, that 18 
rendered ih our Text 1 a fe you, 
4 * n 13 d TIP A TION Nod 
*. e leere indeed, the true Ckildren 
though he viſits: their Iniquities 

udgments, it is with à De- 


with aps ney; oral 
pat df = and: of Advantage to their 
Souls}: Ford by tbit ſdall. the Inigui 


 JacobVeipurged; and bib is ail the Fruit, in 
ale auay bys Sin. Sincere: Believers them- 
ſelves, When overtaken with a Fault, ue 
cbaſtened F the Lord, that tbey ſhould nor be 
rondemined with the World. And 4 whom the 
Lord lives be cbaſtenoth, -and*ſtturgeth* every 
Son, whom be recriueth; + he corrects them 
| for theit Profit, that they may be-Partakers 
1s Hohineſs.' But as to-thoſe; that are © 
People only in Name and Profeſſion; tem 
bor an ate Seizutes of Wrath; and 
but 1 8. of more fearful: Bxecu- 


| Yoni, © we if __ * in that State, will 
n 5 cenainly 
— — — — — 8 
* Ifa. xx 2 0 % Care, 5, 4 Hb . 
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: r be made upon them for their Sins in 
the World to come. And, taking the Bulk of 
a profeſſing People together, as incluſive of 


thoſe whoſe Hearts are right with God, and 
of thoſe who have only a Name to live, but 
are dead, God will, in Times of great De- 
generacy and Departure from him, ſeverely 


pre them, for the: Vindication of his own 


olineſs, and avenging the Quarrel of his 
Covenant. Hence we have, 
The Ground and Reaſon of this, 4 
that was their Iniquities. I will puniſh you 
for all your Iniquities. As if he ſhould ſay, 


I have told you, that, if you ſhould forſake 


my Law; I would do it. And now, as you 


have grievouſly revolted from me, and com- 
mitted innumerable | heinous Crimes againſt 
me, notwithſtanding my great and multi- 


plied Favours toward you, I will keep to the 


Rule of my Covenant in bringing Deſola- 
tions upon you. I will ſurely viſit you with 


my Judgments for all your Iniquities. 
In further ſpeaking to theſe Words, and 
adapting them to the Occaſion of this ſolemn 


Aſſembly, I ſhall, by divine A | 


en „ e 


1. What . 1 Great-Britain' 8 emi- 
nent Mercies. 5% we 
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xo Great-Britain's eminent Mereies. 


JL. What have * Abuſes of thoſe 
ON 


III. What Reaſon chair i is to di alas 
God ny vifit us with Judgments for 
them. for an Application of the 
—_ we hull enquire Re Oro, 


5 IV. What Courſe is to 4 — 8 : 
| venting ſuch awful Vilitations. Let us, 4 


5 1. Conf er 32 hw W Great- Britain 1 
eminent Mercies. Theſe have how exceeding 


remarkable and abundant, peculiar and di- 
ſtinguiſhing: Were I to ſet them forth in a 
full Detail, the preſent Diſcourſe would not 
be ſofficient for that alone. I ſhall therefore 
but briefly hint a few of them under three 
Heads, with a View to. the humbling of our 
Souls before God, under a Senſe of the 
aggravated Sins, chat have been committed 
againſt them. We: will begin with, 
I. Our temporal Mercies, which pure re- 
Late to the Things. of _ this, Life. | How is our 
Country encompaſſed with Goodneſs. and 
Mercy on every Side! We live in a Canaan- 
like Land, were we are fed to the full with 
all Things neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence, Con- 
venience and Delight of Life. How plenti- 
ful and various are the Products of our me ; 
I 


and ſome not far diſtant, have been awfully 
' _ viſited with that Beſom of Deſtruction, 'and * 


Great-Britain's eminent Mercies, 11 

Soil, of our Manufactures at Home, and af 
our Trade both at Home and Abroad! And 
how little have we known of that common 
Scarcity and Want, which other Nations 


have felt, and Would have been much more 


| diſtreſſed with, had they not received Sup- 
plies from us! * God bath not left himſelf 
without Witneſs amongſt us, in that be has 


done us Good, and given us Rain from Heaven 


and fruitful Seaſons, filling our Hearts with 


Feed and Gladneſi. What a guarded Situation 


likewiſe have we by the Seas around us, .and 
what healthfal Seaſons have we been favoured 


with! How many, even Scores of | Years, 
have we been preſerved by a kind Providence 


from the Peſtilence, whilſt other Nations, 


we our ſelyes have ſometimes been alarmed 

with Fears, and brought into the neareſt 

Danger of it's br in, and making a 
dreadful Sweep amongſt us! 


Many of us can hardly forget the Terror 


of our Expectations in the Year 1721, when 


the Vingue raged at Marſeilles, and we were 


upon from the Throne, to keep a 

Day of ſolemn Humiliation, Faſting and 
Prayer, for r terrible Jodgment 
0. " 
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12 Great-Britain's eminent Merries. 
from us. And Oh with what Strictoeſs; 
Zeal and Fervour, and with what earneſt 
Care, and Sollicitude about the Event, was 
that Day generally obſerved, when every 
one looked upon his own Life, as in im- 
mediate Danger, and trembled for fear of 
God's Judgments, leſt they ſhould: ſpeedily 
ruſh into his own Doors, and be executed 
upon his own Perſon and Family! Our Faſts 
have ſeldom been kept with ſo much Solem- 
nity, eſpecially by the Inhabitants. of this 
great City, as that was; and God was 
graciouſly intreated to ſpare us. So that 
now we have been preſerved from that diſ- 
mal Calamity for a much greater Number of 
| Years together, than this N ation had been 
; for many Ages before. 

And though we may not apptchend « our 
Danger now to be ſo! exceeding near and 
formidable, as it ſeemed to be then; yet God 
has many Arrows in his Quiver, and can 
eaſily reach us, before we are aware, by 
Famines or Earth quakes, by the Peſtilence, 


or the Sword, Which is now drawn, and 


which, for ought we know, may, notwith- 
ſtanding our ſanguine Hopes. be ſheathed in 
ſome of our own Blood. And as we have 
as great, or greater Reaſon than ever to fear, 
that the Almighty has a Controverſy with 
us for our abounding Iniquities, it co erns 

us to be as ſerious and W with him in 
| the 
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the Humiliations and Prayers of this Day, 
as.ever any People were on Days of the like 
Nature. But to go on a little farther with 
a Review of our temporal Mercies. 

What a happy, peaceful, mild, and gentle 
event do we enjoy, un der our gra- 
cious Sovereign King GEORGE the 
Second! And for how many Years have we 
had the Privileges of a free. People, under 
the Protection and Advantage o Laws of 


our own making, whilſt other Nations lie 


under the cruel Yoke of Tyranny, Oppreſ- 
ſion, and arbitrary Power! How ſecure and 
undiſturbed. are our Lives, Liberties, . and 
Properties, as Men and Britons, whilſt other 
Countries are ranſacked, depopulated and 
impoveriſhed, and ſurviving Natives injuri- 


_ ouſly deprived of all, that is dear and valu- 
able to themſelves and their Poſterity! And 
with what Freedom have we lived from the 


amazing Terrors of War, whilſt other Parts 


of the World have been Fields of Blood, 
_ continually ſurprized with contending For- 
ces, and diſtreſſing Sieges, with the dreadful 
Noiſe and Clattering of Arms, with the diſ- 
mal Shrieks, and expiring Groans of the 
Wounded, and with the horrible Spectacle 


of the dead Carcaſſes of their neareſt and 


deareſt Friends 


Who can reckon up the Multitude and 


the Greatneſs of our Irene of theſe Kinds! 


* We 


17 


But, 


14 | Gicat:Britzin's eminent Merries. 
We have knewn little, and comparatively 
nothing, of thoſe Days and Nights of Hor- 
tor, from Invaſions and Civil Wars, which 
or Fathers felt and have told us of, and 
which ſometimes. we have been threatened 
with, and may now be juſt at Hand. But 
hitherto God has wonderfully ſpared us, and 
given us frequent Occaſions, ſince the glo- 
rious Revolution under the great King 
WILLIAM, to ſubſtitute him for De- 
berab, and introduce him into her Song, 
when ſhe ſaid, * The Highways were undccu- 
pied, and the Travellers walked through By- 
ways. The Inhabitants of the Villages cea 4 
hey ceaſed in 1 ſrael, until that T De | 
dhe, that I aroſe a Mother in Iſrael. Speak 
ye, that are delivered from the Noiſe of Arch- 
ers, in the Places of drawing Water ; there 
ſhall they rehearſe the righteous Atts of the 
Lord, even the righteous 2 towards the In- 
babitants of bis Villages in Iſrael: Then ſhall 
the People of the Lord go down to _ Gates. 


, Ou Aae baue hits fil. greater 
with Regard to religious Concerns, $a to ſpt- 
ritual and eternal Bleſſings. How inexpreſ- 
ſible have been the Loving-Kindnefles. of 
this Foun that * fallowed us . a 


Fd 
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Great · Britain s eminent Mercies. 15 
Series of many Years, and even of Ages 
paſt | How long have we been favoured with 
the Light and gad Tidings of the Goſpel of 
the Grace of God! Soon after the Gentiles 
were admitted into this glorious. Privile 
the Inhabitants of this Northern Ile, tho 
ſo far diſtant from Palgſtine, were taken in 
as Heirs of Salvation. 80 early was the 
Goſpel brought into our Land, that it is 
ans to trace it back to it's firſt introduction | 
hither. But, thoug h very fabulous Stories 
have been 1 in vented — the Monks, and have 


| diſguiſed our Accounts of it, it is, with good 


Grounds, generally. N have been 
within a few Years after: Ne Death of 
Chriſt. Tbe moſt current Opinion, not 
without ſome Degree of Probability, for 
ſome Ages was, that Toſeph of Ari matbea 
fiſt preached to the Britons: But later Eu- 
Ko as have found Exceptions to it; and 
ſome have thought, that the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles planted the Goſpel LOND be- 
tween the Time of his firſt Impriſonment 
at Rome, and his Return to Feriſalem, in 
which Seaſon he preached in Spain, and in 
ſeveral Weſtern Countries. However, it is 
not to be fairly denied, that the Light of 
Salvation very ſoon ſhone on theſe dark 
Corners of the Earth. And we are told by 
Hiſtorians of good Credit, that Lucius, a 
Britiſh Og in the ſecond "Coney; was the 


16 Great. Britains eminent NMercies. 
firſt Chriſtian King in the World, that Bri- 
tain was the firſt Province, which embraced 
the Goſpel by publick Authority, and that 
Conflantine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian Em- 
peror, was of Britiſh Extract *. Fe 
And though in following Ages the Light 
of Evangelical Truth was overſpread with 
the groſſeſt Darkneſs of Popery ; yet as ſoon 
as the Reformation began to dawn in Ger- 
many, it made it's Way to us, and Chriſtiani- 
ty was recovered from the Superſtition and 
Idolatry, the Frauds, Cruelties and Tyran- 
ny, which had defaced it's Glory. And 
with what ſignal Appearances of Providence, 
bas the Bible been handed down to us in 
| our Mother- Tongue, whilſt in many other 
Countries this Key of Knowledge is taken 
away from the common People! With what 
a faithful, judicious and godly Miniſtry have 
we been bleſſed, for a Succeſſion of Ages! 
And what a large Inheritance has Chriſt had 


amongſt us! Vea, there are ſtill, bleſſed be 


his Name, remaining Gales of the _ 
ET _ the Souls of ſome, to 
| enlightes, 5 


— — 
„ 


* - * — 
« — 5 | : 


1 
+ Whoever i is defirous * Fae what has * laid, 1 0 
the earlieſt Time of the Goſpel's being preached in this 
Iſland, may conſult Fox's Acts and Monuments, Vol. I. 
Book I; ; Fuller's Church Hiſtory of Britain, pag. 6, and 8. 
Rajin's Hiſtory of Engiand, Vol. I. pag 28; and Collier? $ 
* Hiſory, to whom the mentioned Author 

ers | 
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enlighten, convince and convert them; and 
upon the Souls of others, to eſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, edify, comfort and ſanctify them. 
How many Churches of Chriſt are there 
{till kept up, as Lights in our Land, while 
the Candleſtick is removed from other Places ! 
And with what undiſturbed Peace do we en- 
Joy our religious Liberties of worſhipping 
God, according to our Conſciences, under 
the happy Influence of our preſent Sove- 
reign's Reign, while the Teachers in other 
Countries are driven into Corners, and the 
People ſeek Bread for their Souls at the Peril i 
of their Lives! | 

Where is the Kingdom, that can \ be com- 
pared with this, for the Light of the Goſ- 
pel, and the continued Preſervation of the 
dear Redeemer's Cauſe, notwithſtanding all 
Attempts, that have been made by Subtilty 
and Force, and by Corruptions in Doctrine 
and Practice to deſtroy it? It may, in a 
Manner, be ſaid of Great- Britain, as it 
was formerly of a choſen People, * God 

\  Jſhews his Word unto Jacob, his Statutes and 

bis Fudgments unto Iſrael. He hath not dealt 

fo with any Nation; and as for his Fudg- 
ments, we may add concerning vaſt Multi- | 

_ tudes, they have not known them. Praiſe ye | 

the Lord. And, 1 | RY 
pln > 3. Our [ 


„„ 


a 


'* Pal, cxlyii. 19, 20. 
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3. Our Mercies have been exceeding great, 
in the wonderful Deliverances, which God has 
aorought for us, both with regard to our civil and 
religious Intereſts, when they have been upon the 
Borders of Ruin. When the dark Night of Po- 
pery had long covered this Part of the World, 
by what an amazing Turn of Affairs did 
a Day of Deliverance dawn in the Reign of 
HENRY the Eighth ! And when the Miſts 
and Clouds of Antichriſtian Error and Impo- 
ſitions were gathering round about us, and 
hanging over our Heads again, how did God 
ſcatter them in the Reigns of EDWARD 
the Sixth, and of Queen ELIZABETH! 
How ſeaſonably and unexpectedly did he ap- 
pear for us, in theutter Deſtruction of the Spa- 
niſh Armada, which threatened to invade and Gi 
enſlave us, in the Year 1588; and in the 
Diſcovery of the Popiſbo Plot, when it was. 
juſt ripe for Execution, in the Year 1605 
With what Struggles, and thro' how many 
Difficulties and Dangers were our Laws and 
Religion, our Liberties, Rights and Pro- 
erties contended for in the Reigns of J 
JAMES the Firſt, the two CHARLESs, PV. 
and of FAMES the Second, till God re- 
ſtored and confirmed them by that wonder 
of Providence, the Revolution, under King 
WILLIAM of glorious Memory, in the 
Year 1688, juſt an hundred Years after the 
Defeat of what the Spaniards preſumptuouſly 
535 e called, 


Great-Britain's eminent Mercies. 19 


called, in the Haughtineſs of their Confi- 
dence, The invincible Armada. Ws 


And when all was in the utmoſt Danger 
of being over-ſet again, by bringing in the 


Popiſn Pretender, at the Cloſe of the late 


Queen ANNE's Reign, and every honeſt 


Heart was meditating Terror, and could ſee 


no Way of Eſcape, how did God's own Arm 


bring Salvation, without ſhedding one Drop 


of Blood, in the timely and peaceable Ac- 
ceſſion of the renowned King GEORGE 
the Firſt, to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, 
on the ever memorable firſt of Auguſt 17141 


And how fignally has divine Providence ever 


ſince watched over us, and guarded our ex- 


cellent Conſtitution, the Succeſſion in the 


; 


-Proteſtant-Line, and the civil and religious 


Liberties of the Subject, that were then ſo 
ſurprizingly recovered and eſtabliſhed, fo 
thankfully accepted, and fo abundantly re- 
joiced in! How ſpeedily was the Preſton- 
Rebellion ſuppreſſed ; and how remarkably 
have the ſecret and open Deſigns and At- 
tempts of Sweden, France, and Spain, and 


other Powers Abroad, and of inveterate Ene- 
mies, Papiſts and others, at Home, been diſ- 


appointed, which from Time to Time have 


been formed againſt us! ſo that we may 


well adopt the Pſalmiſt's Words, as hitherto 


applicable to our Britiſh Vrael, 2 


1 


\ 


* 
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* it had not been the Lord, who was on our 
Side, now may Iſrael ſay ; if. it had not been 
the Lord, who was on our Side, when Men 
roſe up againſt us: Then they had wallowed 
us up quick, when their Wrath was kindled a- 
4 us; then the Waters had overwhelmed 
us, the Stream had gone over our Soul; then 
the proud V. aters bad gone over our Soul. 
Bleſſed be the Lord, who hath not given us 4s 
4 Prey to their Teeth, Our Soul is eſcaped, as 
4 Bird out of the Snare of the Fowlers ; the 
Snare is broken, and we are eſcaped. Our 
33 is in the Name of the Lord, who made 
Heaven and Earth. May this Song. of Praiſe 
be ever upon our Hearts and Lips, and our 


Occaſions for it be perpetually renewed and _ 


growing, till Time ſhall be no more! But, 


alas! we have ſad Reaſon to fear, that ano- 


ther Sort of Ditty, of the melancholy Strain, 
may ſoon be put into our Mouths, if we 
conſider, 1 


II. 2 bat have "AY our  Abuſes of . emi- 
nent Mercies. Surely, never was a Nation 
more loaded with Favours and Benefits, and, 

at the fame Time, more baſe and ungrateful 
Py God in their F orfeitures and Abuſes of 
them. How have we rioted upon the Boun- 
1 ties 


_ — > 


* Plal. cxxiv, throughout. 
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ties of Providence! Has not our Plenty been 
turned into Means and Occaſions of feed- 
ing our Pride and Ambition, Intemperance, 
Luxury and Debauchery, and been uſed as 
an Artillery againſt God, inſtead of our be- 
ing led to Repentance by his Goodneſs and 
Forbearance! Have not our long continued 
Peace and Liberty degenerated into Conten- 
tion and Licentiouſneſs! And when God has 
ſo ſignally delivered us over and over again 
from Popery, Slavery, and arbitrary Power, 
have we not been like T1/rael of old, who 
* ſang his Praiſes, but ſoon forgat his wondrous 
Yorks! How little Improvement has been 
made of our civil and religious Privileges ! 
How unthankful have we been for them ! 
How diſcontented with them! And what 
Murmurings have been heard againſt the 
Powers, that protect us in the Enjoyment _ 
of them! Is there not too much Ground for 
his Majeſty's late Complaint +, of the Heats 
and Animoſities, which, with the greateſt 
Induſtry, have been fomented throughout 
the Kingdom, as one of the chief En- 
couragements to the Court of Spain ; and of 
the unhappy Diviſions amongſt his Subjects, 
as the only Hopes of the Enemies n his 
Government: | 
And 


fp — 


2 Pal. evi. 12, 13. + See the King's laſt Speech 
to both Houſes of Parliament, November 15, 1739. 
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And O how unfruitful have we been 


under the Means of Grace | How have the 


grand important Doctrines of the Goſpel, 


and all the glorious Peculiarities of the 
Chtiſtian-Scheme been corrupted, denied and 


f 
- M8 


ridiculed ; it's ſacred Ordinances ſhame- 


fully proſtituted by ſome, and neglected by 


others; it's holy Days profaned, and all it's 


Obligations violated! How has Iniquity a- 


bounded, and the Love of many waxed 
cold! Evil Men and Seducers have become 
worſe and worſe ; mere Profeſſors of Chriſt's 
Name have grown more and more looſe, 
corrupt and carnal; and the Children of God 
themſelves, true Believers, have too much 
left their farſt Love, and declined in their 


_ holy Zeal and Fervour, Spirituality and Hea- 


venly-mindedneſs, in the Life and Power of 
Religion, and in their exemplary Converſa- 
tion: So that it may be ſaid of many of 
them, M bat do ye more than others? What 
Difference is there between you and them ? 


Wherein do ye excel them? Or wherein are 


ye viſibly diſtinguiſhed from them ? 


Has not the Holy Spirit of God been 


grieved, and provoked to withdraw from our 
ſolemn” Aſſemblies? O how ſmall is the 


Number of Converts, or of Souls, that are 
aſking the Way to Sion with their Faces 


thitherward! And how little diſcernible is 


the Growth and Edification, the. Livelineſs 
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and Progrefliveneſs of God's own People in 
his Ways! The Good are manifeſtly grown 
worſe, and the Bad are become extremely 
wicked, How little do the Beauties of Ho- 
lineſs ſhine 1 in the one, and how monſtrouſly 
vile are the other How few are there, that 
bear a brave and publick Teſtimony for God, 
and Chriſt, and Religion, and againſt Sin and 
Error! And what Multitudes are there, that 
openly profane the Name of the Lord, and 
are guilty of all abominable Vices! What hor- 
rible Curſing and Swearing, Drunkenneſs and 
Uncleanneſs, Perjuries and Lying, Diſhone- 
ſty and Deceit, Backbiting, Hatred and Op- 
preſſions, Rapine and Murders; and what 
Impudence in ſinning, and in throwing Con- 
tempt upon all that is ſacred, is our Land 
defiled with! Is not the Crown fallen from 
our Heads? Is not our Glory in great Mea- 
ſure departed ? Are we not like Sodom and 
Gomorrah for Wickedneſs? And muſt not 
Heathen-Nations themſelves reproach us, and. 
riſe up in Judgment againſt us? 

And when we ſpeak of Religion, bun 
we pls than the Name! Alas! we 
have too little of the Thing. We have ſtill. 
indeed ſomething of the Form, though not 


much of that neither; but where is the 


Power of Godlineſs? In how Few is this 
ſeen, and felt, and diſplayed in it's Glory ! 
Surely, the Lord has a Controverſy with 

| us; 


us; the Degeneracy of a profeſſing Intereſt, 
£5 of his Chur ches and P eople, 18 enough . of 
Itſelf to, bring down Judgments upon us. 


And * if Judgment begin at the Houſe of 


God; what ſhall the End be of them, that obey 
not the Goſpel? If they, that ſhould ſtand in 
the Gap, have themſelves provoked the Lord, 

what can be expected, but that terrible Indig- 
nation | ſhould break out againſt us? And 
may not what Moſes ſaid of Iſrael, be too 


much applied to them? + They have corrupted 


themſelves ; their Spot is not the Spot of his Chil- 
dren; they are a perverſe and crooked Genera- 
tion. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foohſh 
People and unwiſe? Is he not thy Father, that 
hath bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and 
eftabliſhed thee? This leads us to conſider, 


« 


Gad will viſit us with Fudgments for all theſe 
Iniguities, and Abuſes of his Mercies. And 
here your Time will allow me only to ſug- 
geſt the four or five following Things. | 


1. Our Provocations are exceeding great. 


III. What Re fon there is to fear, that 


The more Mercies we have been favoured 


with, and the greater our Abuſes of them, 

and Sinnings - againſt them have been, the 

more exceedingly heinous and urging are our 
. Ws 9 r 


— 0 J 


, 2 Wer 99 0 _ — 5 


2 x Pet. iv. 17. + Deut. xxxii. 5, 6. 
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Cres, We cannot ſin at ſo cheap a Rate as 
others, that have not enjoyed our Privileges; 
it is at the Expence of greater Light and 
Mercies, of greater Means and Aſſiſtances, of 
greater Checks and Reſtraints, and of greater 
Odligations, than others have come under; 
and, by conſequence, our Iniquities are com- 
mitted with greater Ingratitude and Diſhonour 
to God,” with greater Contempt of him and 
Outfage againſt him, with greater Violence 
to our ſelves, and {6 with higher Ag ravations, 
than the Iniquities of others. We hereby 
provoke the Lord to Jealouſy, and to An- 
ger, at an uncommon Rate, as Feſburun 
did, while * he waxed fat, and kicked, and for- 
fook the God who made him, and lightly efteem- 
ed the Rock of his Salvation. But when 
the Lord Jaw it, he abborred them, becauſe of 
the provoking of his Sons and Daughters ;- and 
he. aid, I 'avill hide my Face from them, I will 
fee dobat their End ſhall be: For they are a very 
Froward Generation, in whom is no Paith. 
They have moved me to Fealouſy with that 
which' is not God; they have provoked me to 
Anger with their Vanities: And I vill move 
them to Fealouſy with thoſe which are not a Peo- 
ple; Iwill provoke them to Anger with a fooliſh 
Nation. For a Fire i 15 kindied 1 wy _ &c. 
Hen > 0 
2. 7 Je Wenner of God, as the great Carne 
4 the. Ora,” 16 ' Concerned to ſhew his righteous 
. 2. = Keſent ments 
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Reſentments, againſt a profeſſing People, that are 
_ guilty. of: fuch exceeding bigh Provocations, He 
will indeed hereafter: throughly vindicate the' 
Glory of his Juſtice and Grace, in the free Par- 
don, and eternal Salvation of every true Believer, 
on account of the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
his Son; he will do this with demonſtrative 
Evidence, when Things come to be ſet in a 
clear and open Light before all Minds, at the 
Day of the general Judgment. But, while we 
are in this World, Hypocrites and real Be- 


lievers ate intermingled 1 in their Profeſſion ; and 
their reſpective States before God are inviſible to 
human Eyes: So that the Bulk of Mankind can 
judge of his providential Conduct toward his 
Heritage, only by external Appearances. If 


therefore a People that profeſs his Name, and 
are indulged with the Bleſſings of Providence 


and 7 and viſibly owned for his; if ſuch 


a People were to be always highly favoured 
in his outward Diſpenſations, how unbecom- 


ingly ſoever they behave, and notwithſtanding 


their obvious and multiplied Abominations, 
What would the Men of this World think of 
_ God, and of his Government? Would they not 


entertain injurious Notions of him, andreproach 
his ſacred, great and reverend Name, as if he 


were not, what his Word ſays he is, of * purer 


Eyes than to behold Evil, or than to look on Ini- 


- quity, without the utmoſt, Deteſtation ? Would 
wenn mo i ar to es on the contrary, that 
0 | he 
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he is a Favourer of his People's Sins, connives 
at them, and has no Reſentment againſt all 


their Ingratitude and Diſobedience, tho" at- 
tended with the higheſt Aggravations? And 
would not his Enemies blaſpheme his ador- 
able Excellencies on that Account?: 


But G6d will reſcue Bis ſpotleſs Name froth 


| Reproach; by letting the World ſeen that the- 


he loves his People, he hates their Sins; and 
he will vindicate his own Honour, by ſhewin 


his ſtron Diſpleaſure a ainſt them, Hencé 


he * hid to Moſes and Raron, Berat ye 
believedime not, to ſandtiſy me in ib Eyes ef 
the Children of Iſrael; therefore ye ball not 
bring this'Congregation into the Land, . which'T 


| have given them: And afterwards, f The Lord 
ſpake unto” Moles, ſaying, Get thee up into this 


Mountain Abarim, unto Mount Nebo; ; 
and behold the Land of Canaan, which I give 
unto the Children of Iſtael for a Poſſeſſion : And 
die in the Mount, whither thou goeft up, and be 
gathered to thy People, as Aaron thy Brother 
died in Mount Hor, and was gathered to his 
People; becauſe ye treſpaſſed againſt me, among 


the Children of Iſrael, at the Waters of Meribah- 


kadeſh, in the Wilderneſs of Zin; becauſe ye 
ſanctiſied me not in the midſt of the Children of 


Iſrael. In like manner when Nadab and A. 


bibu . offered ſtrange Fire before tbe Lord, 
which he commanded them not, and fo finned 


D 2 | in 


| * Numb. 1. ＋ Deut. xxxii. 48—5 1. 55 . Leyit, ; 
X. I, 2, 3. | FS 44 Kb 
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in not keeping cloſe to divine Inſtitution; re. 
"ſatiog to the worſhip of Ged. There aue our 

a Fite from ehe Lord and devoured: ben, ines 
| . the Lord. ibo had aid, Jil 
be fantifled in tlom abat cume nigh me, and cbe- 
fore all the People, © willilñe gloriſed. Sd like: 
wiſe When David had beeh- . of bis Hor- 
rid Sin, in the Caſe of Bathſbtha and Vr 
and was brought to a deep Convietion of it, 
ſaying, * have fianed, ks the Lord; the 
rophet Nathan ſaid unto. David, Me Lord hath 
4 e Sin z tbe, ſbaitiaot die, i. e. he 
s pardoned it, and put it away from his 
avenging — 5 with reſpect to a Law-Charge 
df Gailt, that it may not bring thee: under 
Condemnation; and thou ſhalt 3 eternally 
for it. nor ſhalt thou be cut off, V an uptime- 
ly Death, on it's Account. + Houbeit, be- 
cauſe by this:Deed thou haſt given great Otcafion 
ta he Jenemtes , tb Lord to blaſpheme,. the 
Child, that is born to t bee, ſball jurely die; and 
j the Hood hall aver feet uw 8 
Fedco een t , 
3. J Indern ug of, God's Ward given 
Reaftn-to fe ar bis bringing Fudgments upon us. 

He has faid to bis People, 9 JF ye: will walk 
cantrary to me, ther qill.'T alſo wall contrary 
r h And he xeeites; various Judgments in 
that Chapter, ſuch as the Sword, Peſtilence, 
Fame and Ng Wien into Captivity; 
rit declaring, 


= * 2 How: ail. 13. 2 Thid, ver. 14. | Ibid. yer. 10, 
$ Ley. xxvi. 23, 24 | | Rn” 
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declaring; after a Dehunciation of each of theſe, 
that's: hey. Sell would-not be..reformed, ur 
dear ken Fo ons be a walk contrary to them, 
euehiin Fury, and puniſh then yer ſeven Times 
more for their Sins So at another Time, taking 
Notice that * their Tnamſgreſiont autre many, 
and Abeir Backſydings increaſed, ſball I not: viſit 
far itheſe Ibings? Jays the Tord: And bali nur 
my Haid be avenged on uch à Nation as' this? 
Vea, ſpeaking of the ſtanding Rule of hit 
Procedure with all Nations, He ſays, + A 
what Infant I ball ea concerning d Nats 
and c 42 
plant it; af 47. Ja; Evil in my Sight, that it 
obey, not my Voite; i then I will rent ꝙ the 
Good, herewith. I ſuid I would benefit them; 
that , then I will alter the Courſe: of ny Diſe 


Judgments inſtead of Mercies, as Men uſe to 


act, when they have been offended, and 18. 


pent of any Deſigh or Propoſal of Benefit to. 
13 And the Truth of God is con- 
cerned to fulfil: his Comminations, as well as 
Promiſes, with regard to both of which the 


2 ſpeaking. of Chriſt, ſays, -|| I . 


„ woe ſhall aiſo reign with bi 5 if ue deny 
Au, che alſo will deny us; of ue believe not, 


yet be abideth faithful; be cannot 1 * | 


Hence, 


4. The 


| e 


er. v. 6. 9. F Jer. xviii. 9, 10. 1 2 Tim, 
ü. 12, 13. 5 


Kingdom, 4 burld a 


penſations toward them, and viſit thern with 
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| Communities at, wdarly of wel pick 
„or run] Tapes, Lo juſtly” — 


dur Fears of bis. doing the 


terrible Manner upon Iſael for their Pro- 
vocations in the Wilderneſs, and in the Land 


of. Canaun? How frequently, upon various 


Revolts, were they viſited,” in the Way of 
his Judgments, with the Famine, Sword and 
Peſtilence, till at length he ſent them into a 
ſevere Captivity for ſeventy 3 And after 


their Reſtoration to their own „when 


the Meafe of their Iniquity was illed up, 


in their Oppoſition to Chriſt, and crucifying . 
him, and in their perſiſting aſterwards to 
reject theo exalted Saviour, and all the Light 


and Grace of the Goſpel, under the Mini- 
ſtrations of his. Servants, attended with the 
Miraculous Gifts and Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, How dreadfully and punctually 
were our bleſſed Lord's Predictions againſt 
them fulfilled, in the Deſtruction of their 
Temple, City, and Nation, and of their 
Civil, as well as Eccleſiaſtical Polity and 
Govern ment! And how are they followed 
with Divine Vengeance, as a ſcattered, de- 
ſpicable, abhorred and abandoned People « to 
oy . 1 


- 
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les 5 'bas made of ''other 


fame by ut. How 
often were his Threatnings executed in a 


15 
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And O how fearfully have the awful Warn- 


dings of the Son of God, in the ſecond pw 
third Chapters of the Revelation, been turned. 


into Executions on the; ſeven famous Churches 
of Ala, for their various Offences), They are ut- 


terly ſunk long ago, the Alcoran of Mabomet 


hath taken Flace of the Goſpel of Chriſt 


for many Ages there, and no F ootſteps re- 


main of any of thoſe. Churches, or of that 


Glory, which formerly ſhone among them. 


And what are we, that God ſhould not 
make equal Examples of us, who have ſin- 
ned againſt ſo much Light, and ſo many 


Mercies, as we have done, under his great 


Long- Suffering and Patience for Scores of 
Years? To all this we may add, that 


5. God has ratz began to take up a Con- 


troverſy with us. * Gray Hairs are here 


and there upon us, as was ſaid of Ephraim, 
and yet we know it not. All that has been 


| hinted about God's withdrawing his Spirit, 


by reaſon of our abounding Provocations, 
is, together with our Inſenſibility under it, 
a fad -Inſtance of his f hiding bimſelf from 
us, and || ending Leanneſs into aur Souls; 
and ſo is his ſuffering a Spirit of Diviſion, 
and even of Infatuation to ſpread amongſt us, 


relating to our civil and religious Intereſts. 


And as the Sword has always been reckoned, 
among 


” 


Hol. vü. 9. IIA. xlr. 17. 1 Pla 
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50s Judgineiits;'"it is nom drawn 
us” The Neceſitty of our Reroutſe, 


at length, to. Arms ariſes from the lon Res 
bukes of Providence, in the Spaniard's In- 


juries and O ppreffions, that grew too heavy 


to de born; and if, for the Puniſhment of our 
Sins, God hold fight againſt us in this 
War, all the Violatios that has been offered 


to our Merchants and Sailors, will fall with | 
greater Fury upon the whole Kingdom. Lie. 

And O in What an affecting Manner doth 
the uricomtrion Rigour ef the Seaſon, which 


Has been extremely diſtreffing for about a Fort- 


night paſt, and ſeems likely to continue, de- 
elare War, as it were from Heaven, againſt us! 


What dreadful Havoek Has it already mate 


What Loſſes and Miſeries has it brought upon 
Thouſands of our Nation! What a Stop has it 
put to our Merchandiſe and Trade abroad, 


and to many Branches of our Bufineſs at home! 


What terrible Deſolation has it made upon our 
Shipping! What prodigious Damage has it 
done on our: Seas, Rivers, and Wharfs, in our 
Streets, and in ſeveral, Parts of the Country! 
How moving is the Calamity of the Poor, 
w_ are now become double Objects of Cha- 
as their Wants are greater, and neceſſary 
Proviicin are dearer, and their Opportunities 
of earning Reliefs are leſs, than uſual! How | 
many are there, that have neither Food to 
eat, nor Fire, nor Work to warm them; 
nor hardly Houſes to ſhelter them, Bede to 
lis 
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lis do „or Cloaths to Cover them! And ho 
many poor Creatures have loſt the Uſe of 
their Limbs, and others their Lives, by the 

Seyerity of the Froſt! What further Terrets 
it ſhall ſpread amongſt us God only knows. 
ha: Er cafteth forth his Ice like rn + "Who: 

can land before i Cola? „ WS r 

We may juſtly look upon all theſe touch 
ing Bente as Puniſhments of this Nation 
for it's Iniquities, and as ſo many Specimens 
of that Controverſy, which the great and 
offended Jehovah has with us, and will. ſtill 
further purſue againſt us, if theſe are loſt 
upon us, and if, notwithſtanding call theſe, 
we will not hearken to him. This leads 
us, for an ea 5 5 Ne to 72 


_ DF Lt | | | 
. IV. Whit Gn Is" — be Jokers for: pre 
venting furh awful Viftations. 0 
Though our Caſe is very threatening an and” 
dangerous ; 4 pet, bleſſed be God, it is not 
deſperate: There may ſtill be Hope in 
our End, if he {hall graciouſly enable us to 
take a right Way before him, ſuch às the 
Government and his Providence, in a parti- 
cular Manner, call us to this Day; ; and that 
In in a few Words, in ſolemn Humiliation, 
4 E . 


*-PRL exlyii. TY N 


_Foomatiba; rn ts 


Foſting: and dhe, Lene and Be- 


- Publick anationaL:Singi Soft be followed. 

with publisk national breaking them off by Re- 
pentance, and returning to the Lord; ox elſe, 

ſooner ot later, with publick national Judg- 
ments, whatever our private and perſonal 
State and Condition be before God, with re- 
gard t our ſpiritual and eternal -Wellfare. 
Ear publick Communities, or Bodies Politick, 
are dealt with, - as ſuch, only in this World 
fince, in the other, every one will be. called, 
merely: in his ſingle, perſonal. Capacity, 

* give an zAccount-of | imſelf to God. The, Inte- 
reſts; bf-Communities on Earth have no Con- 
cern in the Judgment of the great Day, any. 
farther than each Perſon contributed, in- „hies 
Station, to their Guilt and Miſery; and his 
Sin therein is to be brought into Conſideta- 
tion, either for it's bein — upon him 
perſonally, or for it's being publickly blotted 
out, according as he ſhall os be found. 
either in a State of Condemnation, ar. = 
- Juſtification before God. But all the Bodies 

Politick of this World, and the jj! wk 
we therein bear one to another, will then 
be diſſolved; and conſequently God's Deal- 
n h them, as 2 muſt be here, 

or 


* Rom, xiv. 12. 
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or not at all. When therefore Darigers lic 
at the Door of Kingdoms and Nations, 
the only Method of pteventing them, ae 
—ůä tw God's ordinary Rule of Pro- 


ceedure in his Government of this World, 


is national Humiliation, Faſting and Re- 
pentance for, and Departure — the pro- 
king Evits, that have incenſed his Wrath 
againſt us, with earneſt Supplication and 


Prayer for national Forgivencl of national | 


Sine. ag 1 . | 
Thus God das laid down he ſtanding 


Maxim of his Government, ſaying, At 


hat Tnftant I fhall fpeak concerning -a 
Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck 
72 and o pull down, and to deſtroy" it; 
F that Nation, againft whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from their Evil, I will re- 
pent of the Evil, that I thougbt- 70 40 
unto them. Accordingly he ſaid to Hrael, 
＋ Turn ye even to me with all your Heart, 
and with Faſting, and with Weeping, and 
with Mourning. And rent your Heart, 
and not your Garments, and turn unto the 
Lord your God; For he is gracious: and 
merciful, flow to Anger, and of great Kind. 
| 776 and repenteth of the Evil. Who knows 
22 * return and ** and leave 4 


. 
PR! N 83 » * iN * ** FAS 24-4 


- 


— . — > OE 


* Jer. xviii. 7, 8. | F Joel ii. 12220. 


36 Great-Britain's May of, Dellverance. 


Bly ag. behind- bien even a Meat- Offering 
% Drink-Offeriagi nin the Lord your 


| God. Bleu ge the Trumpet.in Zion, ſanckiſy 
Th Faſp call; a, ſolemn Aſſembly. 8 Gather 


the People, © ſanttafy.. the: Congregation, aſe 
möle the. Elders, gather .#be Children and 
hob that Juck the: Breaſts :: Let the Bride- 
groom go, forth of bis Ghambers, and tbe 
to? of, bor ; Cleſet.: Let the Priefts, 
i#he:; M. Albers ＋ tbe: Lord, weep between 
the Porch and the Altar ; and let them. ſay, 
Stare rby People, ©: ber, and give not 
thine Heritage to Reproacb, that the Hea- 
then. ſhould rule over _ TW, berefore ſhould 
1 7 [ay among the People, Where 1s tbeir 
od 2 .\ Then... will. the Lord be jealous for 
IS Land, and pity. his People; Nea, the- 
To will — | and /ay to. bis. People, 
4, Iwill ſend ou Corn, and Wine, 
2 Oz, and ye e ſhall, be ſatisfied therewith-: 


Aud. Jill no more make you a Reproach 
among the Heathen % h I will remove far 


gf from jou the. .Narthern Army, &c. 
God mercifully promiſed his 3 Tſhael, 


3 whenever he might, bring them into 


the greateſt Diſtreſs, * / they ſhould con- 
Hels theer | [niquity, - = and. their uncircum- 


Fe, Heart were nd, and they ſhould 


accept 


** «ara Eris r ere eee cf 4 * 
Kg: 5 * 2 * 


; * oy I . 
oeevit. xxvi. 40 45. 
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accept the Puniſhment of tbeir Iniquity, as 
righteouſſy inflicted upon them, Then be 
would remember. his Covenant, and not caſt. 
tbem away, un. utterly defiroy them, with 
much more to the ſame Purpoſe: Hence 
King Solomon, in his Prayer at the Dedica- 
tion of the Temple, humbly: pleaded with 
| God, that if at any Time * 5 People ſhould 
go out to Battle, or be ſmitten down before 
tb Enemy, or ſbould be. carried into Cap. 
tiwuity; or if there ſhould be Famine, Pefit- 
dence, Blaſting. Mi ldew, and the like, in 
their Land for their Treſpaſſes; and "they 
ſhould bethink themſelves, ſaying, Me have in- 
ned and have done; perverſly, and committed 
 Wickeaneſs, and ſhould pray to him, and 
return with all their Heart and Soul 70 
bim, that then he would hear their Prayer, 
and forgive, and maintain their Cauſe, &c. 
And you know the wonderful ſucceſs of a 
like, Courſe among the poor Ninivites, 
though they were Heathens. When, up- 
on Jonab's carrying a Meſſage of Deſtruc- 
tion to them, they believed Gad, and pro- 
claimed a Faſt, and put on Sackeloth from 
the greateſt even to the leaſt of them; and 
awhen the King aroſe from his Throne, and 
laid his Robe from bim, and covered him 
y hoo with 


* 1 Kings vill. 33—53 


with Sasssleb and ſat in” of 
it to be proclaimed, ſaying =—— Lu 
ne cry mightily to 80,5 5 be — turn 
rom bus vil Way,” an from the Violenos, 
That: © is in their Hands. Who-can tell f 
God tn turn and repent," and turn away 
0 How lis fierce Anger, "that "we periſh not? 
We ate told, in the Language of Men, 
when they alter their Meaſures, that Gold 
faw' their Works," that they turned from their 
evil "Way; and God repented of the Evil 
tbat be had ſaid; under a tacit Condition at 
leaſt, he. would do unto them, and he did it 
not. O that the like Conduct, and the like 
happy e * now be found Need 
. 
e The ken has hiding: übte Times, 
* for many Years, ſaved and delivered us, 
ds he often did Tfrael, for his Name's aber 
But we cannot expect, any more than they 
could, that publick Calamities ſhould always 
be kept off; unleſs we are brought to ſolemn 
Huriliation Prayer and Reformation. And 
as every one of us is a Part of the ſinning 
Community, we ſhould begin with our own 
Iniquities, and bitterly lament them, toge- 
ther with all the Sins of the Nation, and, 
r os the Atonement and Ad- 
\ VOCacy 
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Egrgiveneſs of Gad, and 'Grace) 10 turn us 
and others row he provoking Erie. chat 
abound amongſt us.. 


And though the preſent Appearance. of the 


War may not be fo diſmal and affrightening. 
as it ſometimes. has been; yet let us not 
think our ſelves ſecure, nor truſt, in an Am 
of Fleſh: For God can eaſilꝝ blaſt our ſtrong · 
eſt Hopes; can diſperſe our Fleets, or ſhatter, 
them to Pieces, and ſink them in the mi Shen 
Waters by ſtormy Winds, which: ahl his 
Word; or he can ſpirit the [Forces on one 


ſide, i and intimidate. thoſe, on the other, to 


ſach a Degree, that one ſhall chaſe a Then 
Flt: and two ſhall put Ten Thouſands. to 
l ht. Thou 


ſeem to. be org of the Bigneſs of a Man's 
Hand; yet it may ſoon ſpread with, Blackneſs, 


and Darkneſs over the "whole Face of the 
Heavens, and break down in terrible Storms 
upon our guilty Heads. There are formidable 


Indications of much greater Oppoſition and. 
Danger, than have yet opened themſelves 2. 
Uncommon Swarms of Papiſts are hovering, 
every where about us, and numberleſs other 
Enemies to our Tranquility, Happineſs and 
Safety, are lurking within dur own Bowels, 
and watching for Opportunities of betraying 
us to, and ſiding with ſuch, Powers abroad, 
as may join in the War againſt us: The 
great 


1 
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voracy'of the, Ligrd\Jelus, importunately beg 


ugh the preſent Cloud may; 


$ 
\ 
| 
? 


for à litil moment, 


Affairs mh inne inn 5 6:2. 

Let us therefore os - deipl; ba 
the Lord, and be earneſt in Prayer for 6 
| ſelves! and. ode dear Country, chat we ma ; 
ſtill delivered from impending Judgment: 
of that, However i it may fare with: the Gem 
mugity in "peneral, - we'perſonally and parti. 
Harly may find Favour in His Sight; and 
b idly that we may have free Remiſſion of 
'our Freſpaſſes'through che Blood of Chriſt, 
and may tend -accepted in him to eternal 
Eife. And if things are brought to ſuch an 
Extremity, that the holy and jealous God 
will not be intreated for our Land, we my 
think we hear him ſaying to us, * Come, my 
People, enter thou into thy Chambers, al Put 
thy Doors about thee: Hide thy 7: ew as it tl 
overpaſt, Fur, bebold,” "the". ord #0) 

' bis Place 0 Puniſh. the In 
Barth for their Iniquity: Me 
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